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EFORE I enter into a regular anſwer to 


to inform the reader of the reaſons which 
have induc'd me to change the ſtyle of my addreſs, 
and to direct what I have to ſay to the public, 
rather than to Mr. Bromfield, as was originally 
intended. 

As there are many chiraaicel remarks i in- Mr, 
Benwell's letter, reflecting highly on my character 
as a ſurgeon, and which, from the nature of the ſub- - 
ject, could not reaſonably be ſuppoſed to have 

been ſuggeſted by a man entirely ignorant of the 
profeſſion of ſurgery; it was not unnatural for me 
at firſt, to ſuppoſe that Mr. Bromfield might have 
ſome ſhare in the production of theſe remarks, 
conſidering the connection there had been between 
him and Mr. Benwell, and conſidering the diſpute 
that had ſubſiſted between himſelf and me. But 
reflecting afterwards upon the ignorance of ſome 
of theſe remarks, and the different falſities of 
others, it was thought adviſeable by my friends, 
before I publicly imputed them to Mr. Bromfield, 

to know whether he acknowledged or diſavowed 
them. On my hinting this to a friend of Mr. 
Bromfield's, he was authoriſed by him to ſend me 
the following paragraph, with Mr. Bromfield's 

own ſentiments thereon, in the following letter. 


B A 


Mr. Benwell's letter, it may be neceſſary 


(2) 


C As you know how defiroys I am to finiſh. 


„your preſent literary diſpute, at leaſt as far as 


relates to Mr. Bromfield; I wou'd not omit 
e the firſt opportunity of ſeeing him after you left 
* me. In regard to the chirurgical remarks in 
«© Mr. Benwell's letter, Mr. Bromfield declares, 
* that he not only did not dictate them, but that 
* it was abſolutely diſagreeable to him, and en- 
5 tirely againſt his conſent, that they were pub- 
* liſhed. As a convincing proof of this, and to 
* ſhew his ſentiments upon the occaſion, he deſired 
* me to tranſcribe part of a letter he wrote to Mr, 
* Hartcup, and which Mr. Hartcup went with, 
C“ and read to Dr. Bidle before Mr. Benwell's 

Letter was publiſhed : the paragraph is as fol- 
* lows; Tell Dr. Bidle, I would not adviſe Mr. 
«© Benwell to meddle with the chirurgical part of 
© the caſe on any account, or to mention what he 
© has related about Mr. Sharp, as the readers will 
&« conclude, that either He or I have furniſhed-that 
* part, which I muſt diſavow, as it is contrary 
c to Mr. Ranby, and Mr. Hawkins's ſentiments, 
as well as my own. Mr. Bromfield imagines 
e he cannot expreſs himſelf ſtronger about theſe 
* remarks, than he has done, in the preceding 


* paragraph.“ 


After this declaration, I certainly could have na 
right to addreſs myſelf to Mr. Bromfield, or to 
diſpute chirurgical points with one, who has thus 
diſavowed them. Indeed it muſt have been a 
ſtrange contradiction in Mr. Bromfield, either to 
have inſerted in this manner, or to have given the 
leaſt countenance to theſe remarks, after having 
omitted to charge me with any defects in opera- 
ting, in the pamphlet publiſhed by himſelf eight 

| months 
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months agos after his many declarations to the 
contrary, at various times ; and after my publicly 
calling on him to appeal to our proper tribunal, 
the court of aſſiſtance of the company of ſurgeons 
in London; who certainly are the moſt proper, 
and equitable judges, to determine any points of 
diſpute, relative to the profeſſion of ſurgery. © 

I ſhould have thought this a ſufficient anſwer to 
whatever Mr. Benwell has offered in regard to 
theſe chirurgical matters; but as they muſt have 
been dictated by ſome perſon, who thinks at leaſt 
he has ſome knowledge of the ſubject, and the phy- 
ſician above mentioned is ſo ſtrongly pointed out 
I ſhould be unwilling to give him the leaſt offence, 
in neglecting to reply to his remarks ; I ſhall there - 
fore reply to every paſſage, pointing ont the futi- 
lity of the remarks; the want of candour in the 
quotations ; and the defect of judgment in the ap- 

plication of them. „ . 
His attempt to deſcribe the difference between 
a. ſingle and double inciſion, from an imperfect quo- 
tation of Mr. Sharp, ſhews great diſingenuity, or 
very little knowledge in this branch of ſurgery: 
I ſhall on that account add the deſigned omiſſions, 
which will ſet that gentleman's thoughts in their 
proper light. The manner of rowling the tape, 
e ſays he, has always been perpendicular to the 
length of the leg, but having ſometimes obſerved 
* that the gaſtrocnemius muſcle contracting, 
« draws back the inferior part of the ſtump more 
_* ſtrongly than the other muſcles can do the reſt 
te of it; I have lately, in order to preſerve the 
«© regularity of the cicatrix, allow'd for this exceſs 
«* of contraction, and made the eircular inciſion 
« jn ſuch a manner, that the part of the wound 
which is on the calf of the leg, is a little farther 
| | + from 
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ec from the ham, than that on the the ſkin is from 
& the middle of the patella.” 5 
Theſe are the words of that able artiſt Mr. Sharp, 


which ſo far from peeviſhly ſnarling at, that J have 


often made uſe of them, as a juſtification of my 
conduct, and think myſelf happy in the ſanc- 
tion of ſo truly eminent an operator. This gen- 
tleman very ingenuouſly alſo confeſſes, that not- 
« withſtanding we derive ſuch benefits from the 
„ double. inciſion, the contractile diſpoſition of 
< the muſcles, and perhaps of the ſkin itſelf, is 
<< ſo great, that in ſpite of any bandage they will 
<< retire from the bone, eſpecially in the thigh, 
« and ſometimes renders the cure tedious.” 

I muſt beg leave in this place to declare, that 
though I approve of the double inciſion in am- 
putating ; have always practiſed it, and did in this 
very caſe perform it, as will appear by the teſti- 
mony of Mr. Penford ; yet it is by no means a 
practice univerſally adopted : the manner of ope- 
rating by the Angle inciſion being ſtill ſupported 
by ſurgeons of great eminence : in the memoirs 
of the academy of ſurgeons at Paris, lately pub- 
liſhed, Mr. Lewis, a ſurgeon of great eſteem for 
knowledge in his profeſſion, oppoſes the method 
of amputating by the double inciſion, deſcribes the 
manner in which that by the fingle may be more 
advantageoully performed, and gives his reaſons 
for preferring this method to the other. The cu- 
rious reader will have recourſe to the work itſelf, 
from which I ſhall beg leave to make a few quo 
tations in his own words: in his iſt Memoir he 
ſays, That the perfection of an amputation 
« conſiſts in preſerving the greateſt length that is 
4 poſſible of the fleſh, which forms the extremity 
ce of the ſtump, to ſerve as a cuſhion to the end 
of the bones: it is no doubt, ſays he, of ſome 
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1 
advantage to preſerve the ſłkin; nor can we 
commend too much the precaution of drawing 


it towards the upper part of the limb, and ſe- 
curing it by a ligature before the amputation; 


but it appears very uſeleſs to put the patients 
to ſo much torture by the amputation with-the 


double inciſion, if the preſervation of the ſkin 
does not prevent the protruſion of the bones; 


and the preſerving too great an extent of ſkin 
is an obſtacle to the cure, which may be' eaſily 
demonſtrated : the protruſion of the bones will 
never take place, ſo long as they are immedi- 
ately encompaſſed with the fleſhy ſubſtance of 
the muſcles : this propoſition is inconteſtible ; 


the ſtate therefore of the ſkin, whether longer or 


ſhorter, conduces nothing to this protruſion, as 


we have proved. Thus the precaution of draw- 


ing it upwards, and preſerving as much of it 
as poſſible, will not prevent this inconvenience.” 


In his 24 Memoir, he ſays, I think the beſt 
rules laid down as directions in amputations ' 


are too vague and general, and that there is a 


neceſſity of their being more determinate : how-- 


ever ſolid they may appear in general, we find 
them reſpectively erroneous, when referred to 
particular caſes : it is on the thigh where the 
double inciſion, ſays he, is moſt recommended; 
notwithſtanding I dare aſſert, that there is leſs 
neceſſity for it than in any other part. For it 
is certain, that the preſervation of a larger por- 
tion of ſkin will not ſupply the default of the 
muſcles ; wherewith, one would wiſh, the bone 
ſhould always be covered : this firſt inciſion, 
ſo highly recommended, is therefore abſolutely 
uſeleſs : it lengthens out the operation, and ren- 
ders it more painful, without the leaſt neceſ- 


ſity : ſo that we think we may lay it down as 


a pre- 
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„„ © 

& à precept, founded both on reaſon and experi- 
cc ence, that the operation ought to be commenced 
„by a deep inciſion, ſuch as may cur through 


* the muſcles and ſkin at one ſtroke. The ope- 
<< ration which I have here deſcribed, is attended 


<« with all theſe advantages; the extremity of the 
£ bone is therein covered with fleſh; and every 
* end which is propoſed in the double inciſion, is 


« anſwered, in an eaſier manner, leſs painful, and 


c“ as far as poſſible exempt from every inconve- 
5e nience.”” B27 * 16 

By theſe extracts from a modern ſurgeon of 
great repute, I mean only to obſerve to ſome par- 


zicular readers, that the double inciſion ſo much 
talked on, and ſo little underſtood, is by no means 


univerſally adopted; I pretend not to ſettle the 


point in diſpute z it is enough for me to ſhew the 

diverſity of opinions among ſurgeons. | 
Ass this part of Mr. Benwell's pamphlet is more 
particularly laboured, in order to excite compaſ- 


ſion in the breaſt of the humane reader; I think 
it incumbent on me to expoſe the artifice, or ig- 
norance of the writer; as it is evidently calcu- 
lated with deſign to create abhorrence of me; by 
inſinuating that I added cruelty to ignorance. 
As to the fingle flaſh which it is ſaid I made at 
this dreadful operation, from which the patient re- 


ceived ſuch extreme pain; I appeal to every ſur- 


geon ; nay, to every man of common ſenſe ; that 
if the operation had been performed in that man- 
ner, whether the pain had not been leſs, than by 
the double inciſion ? and whether the repetition of 
inciſion is not a repetition of pain ? but the fal- 
fity of this inſinuation has been already proved, 
and the aggravation of pain imputed to me, had 
I thus operated, been ſufficiently refuted above. 


The 


E933 


The writer thus proceeds, Had 1 at that 
c time repoſed my ſole confidence in you, the 
* forture that I certainly ſhould have undergone, 
cc muſt have been as great for a time as a hu- 
«© man body is capable of ſuſtaining; for had you 
te introduced the ſaw before the membrane, that 
„„ covers the bones and the ligaments, that are 
& between, had been divided, the pain muſt have 


c been inſupportable.” In anſwer to this baſe im- 


putation, I muſt beg the reader would recollect the 
manner in which the operation was agreed to be 


performed by -Mr. Bromfield and myſelf; I was 


to make the inciſions, and he to divide the mem+ 
branes : is it to be ſuppoſed, that Mr. Bromfield 


was not prepared to execute his part? or could 


I have parted with the amputating knife, taken 
up the ſaw, and been ready to introduce it, be- 
fore he was prepared with his knife to divide the 
membranes ? but as this point has been refuted on 
oath by Mr. Penford, as will appear by and by, I 
hall no longer dwell on the abſurdity of it; I ſhall 


only obſerve, that theſe expreſſions of torture, and 
inſupportable pain, which my ſuppoſed inadvertency- 


tis ſaid might have created, are nothing more 
than phraſes of a man who would incite pity ; 
and who endeavours to ſupport the want of argr 


ment, by an affectation of the pathetic ; for this 


torture ſo feelingly painted, is a conſequence-that 
could not have followed, even had the membranes 


remained undivided. In proof of this aſſertion 1 
appeal to the words of Mr. Le Dran, an author 


in too high eſteem, not to have the utmoſt de- 
ference paid to his ſentiments. In his chapter on 
amputations, he ſays, The muſcles and peri- 
* ofteum being all divided, the laſt inciſion de- 
« ftroys all communication of life between that 
part of the perioſteum above the inciſion, _ 
s | nat 
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* that which is below; conſequently. as 0 ſenſa- 
4 7104 remains there, it is necdleſs to ſcrape the 
bone, in order, as authors have propoſed, to ſe- 
0 parate. the perioſteum : this would not only 
„ prolong the operation, but it is impoſlible to 
< ſcrape exactly round the two bones of the leg 
6 or forer arm; to which we may add farther, that 
the ſmall part of the perioſteum which is not 
* ſcraped, is not at all capable of clogging the 
« teeth of the ſaw.”. Thus it is evident, that theſe 
dreadful tortures, ſo artfully and defignedly painted, 
are intirely imaginary ; unleſs the author can make 
it appear, that a man can ſuffer inſupportable pain, 
where no ſenſation remains; and where all commu- 
nication of life is deſtroyed by a total diviſion of nerves 
and blood veſſels: but this I apprehend he will not 
be hardy enough to undertake, as the abſurdity is 
but too ſtriking to every reader of common ſenſe ; 
and I ſhould have thought that no man, with à zo- 
lerablè education in phyſick, or a moderate ſhare of 
pradlice, could have been thus ignorant of the ge- 
neral laws of the animal œconomy, and of the firſt 
principles of anatomy. | 
Before I take my leave of this part, I can't help 
obſerving, that after having been unjuſtly taxed 
for what is affirmed I did amiſs in the operation; 
the conſequence of what I did not do, is meanly 
inſinuated; and Mr. Benwell is alſo made to ſay, 
% had I at that time repoſed my ſole confidence in you, 
« the torture, &c.” Here I apprehend the writer 
has forgot what Mr. Benwell has been made to aſ- 
fert, that he knew nothing of my being to perform 
any part in the operation ; for by ſaying, had he 
repoſed his /ole confidence, does he not confeſs he 
repoſed ſome? and as he allows that he ſaw me, 
and knew I was to be concerned in the-operation, 
s it not probable, that if he knew not the very 
| part 
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hart I was to perform; that he agreed t6 the 
ſettlement of that affair, as it ſhould be adjuſted 
between us? how will this confeſſion otlierwiſe 
bereconciled to the contradiction above mention'd ? 
In p. 27. it is ſaid, To this you will perhaps 
reply, Mr. Bromfield has allowed your part of he 
operation to be well done ; he did undoubtedly make 
ſome wonderful conceſſions from friendly motives, being 
very unwilling to expoſe you. Will the world bez 
lieve, that Mr. Bromfield's friendſhip towards me 
was fo great, that he rather choſe to expoſe him- 
ſelf than me? and declare that I performed an 
operation well, which was done ill, even at a time 
there was a diſagreement between us? could Mr. 
Bromfield, or any man of honour, who had a re- 
gard to his patient's welfare, and his own reputa- 
tion, have left an operation unimproved, had there 
been any occaſion to render it more compleat ? 
as to Mr. Bromfield's declarations ; they are ſup- 
ported by the teſtimony of gentlemen, whoſe ve- 
racity cannot be doubted, as well as extracts from 
his own letters, which I ſhall preſently inſert. 


The Declaration on Oath of Mr. James 
PENFTORD, Surgeon and Apothecary at 
Biſhop-Waltham in Hampſhire, 


F 4 19th day of May, 1759, I attended 
Mr. Benwell, with Mr. Aylett, from the 
beginning of Mr. Benwell's accident; and I de- 
clare that I was at Mr. Benwell's houſe ſome time 
before the amputation of his leg, and heard part 
of the converſation between Mr. Bromfield and 
Mr. Aylett in the parlour ; and I do affirm, that 
when Mr. Aylett aſked Mr. Bromfield, why he 
was ſo equipt (ſeeing him in a dreſs for operating) 

| | that 
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that he replied it was at the requeſt of Mr, How- 
ard, who had deſired him to cut off Mr. Benwell's 
leg for him; that on this, a diſpute enſued on the 
propriety of Mr. Bromfield's performing the ope- 
ration, on the ſole requeſt of Mr. Howard: that 
I ſoon after, with ſome others, by deſite, quitted 

the room, and left Mr. Bromfield and Me. Aylett 
together. That at different times afterwards, be- 
ing in the next room through which they paſſed, I 
Jaw Mr. Pitt and Mr. e ſeparately. enter 

the parlour, and I declare Mr. Poppleton was the 
laſt perſon, who went into the ſaid parlour z, who 
alſo on his return through the next room, where 
I was ſitting with ſome others, expreſſed himſelf 
in the following words, That every thing was ſettled; 
and Mr. Bromfield and Mr. Aylett immediately 

followed him up ſtairs. That Mr. Aylett was a 
conſiderable time in Mr. Benwell's bed- chamber 

before the operation, and that no cap was drawn 
upon his face, till the moment before the opere- 
tion; which was done by Mr. Aylett's direction. 

I declare alſo, that a double inciſion was made by 
Mr. Aylett, Mr. Howard drawing up the ſkin, 
after the firſt inciſion. I declare that I ſaw no un- 
ſteadineſs in Mr. Aylett's hand during his opera- 
ting, and my ſituation was ſuch, as I held the 
leg, that had there been any ſuch appearance, I 
certainly ſnould have obſerved it: as to Mr. Ay- 
lett's attempting to ſaw the bones prematurely, I 
declare that Mr. Aylett made no ſuch attempt, till 
the membranes had been firſt divided by Mr. 
Bromfield. I declare alſo, that Mr. Bromfield af- 
ter the operation was over, congratulated Mr. 
Aylett on the ſucceſs of the part he performed, and 
affirmed, that there was ſufficient ſkin for any one 
to have left. | YT... 
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To wit; Sworn before me one, of his Majeſty's 
juſtices of the peace for this town and coun- 
| ty of Southampton, the 12th of July, 1760. 

W. Ware. | James PENTORD. 


I muſt beg leave to obſerve on this occaſion, that 
Mr. Penford ought to be eſteemed no very incom- 


petent judge of theſe affairs, as he ſerv'd a regular 


apprenticeſhip in London; attended the hoſpitals 
there, and lived afterwards in Windſor eleven 
years; nine of which he was an aſſiſtant to me: 


during which time he ſaw me perform ſeveral am- 


putations, with many other capital operations in 
ſurgery. 0 | wg 8 
Thirteen days after the operation, Mr. Brom- 
field declared, in the preſence of ſeveral gentlemen, 
that the amputation of Mr. Benwell's leg by me 
was well performed; with this addition, that the 
ſtump was then in good condition : *tis unneceſ- 
ſary indeed to mention this circumſtance, as it has 
not been denied in Mr. Benwell's pamphlet. 

I ſhall now inſert ſome extracts from two of 
Mr. Bromfield's letters to me, relative to this 
point; as well as to ſome others, that more imme- 


diately concern Mr. Benwell. In his firſt letter, 


dated eight days from the operation, he ſays, &c. 


Extracts from Bromfield's Letter to Mr. 
Aylett, dated eight Days after the Ampu- 
tation of Mr. Benwell's Leg. | 


As an apology to you for being prepared to 


„ operate, I told you, that Mr. Howard had re- 


« queſted me to perform the operation for him, 
« That J thought you as capable as myſelf, 
* or any other of the profeſſion, That at- 
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ce ter dinner on friday, ſome gentlemen came in; 
& and ſaid, you look'd on yourſelf as diſcharg'd 
* from any farther attendance on Mr. eee 3 
* on which I went up to him, and told him what 
I thought was right in reſpect to you; when he 
“ declared he never had the leaſt thought of diſ- 
<< miſſing you, the which was deſired by me that 
* you ſhould be made acquainted with.—W hat- 

«+ ever tittle tattle, uſual in country towns on 
* theſe occaſions, and propagatea by oppoſite 
* parties, aſſure yourſelf they have no foundation 
from me, nor has any thing ſaid to your pre- 
<« judice ever met with encouragement from me.— — 
<& If any miſrepreſentations have been made to 
your prejudice, I ſhall always take the greateſt 
' <6 pleaſure in contradicting them, whenever you 
call on me ſo to do.” | 


Another Extract from a Letter a Month after. 


J am much concerned to hear that any of my 
* people ſhould propagate any thing to your pre- 
judice, I hope you are miſinformed; you may 
* be aſſured ſuch behaviour is not countenanced 
„ by me, or ever will. The impertinence and 
* ſelf conceit of young men in the profeſſion, is 
% what you cannot be a ſtranger to, and criti- 
* ciſins from them, is what the firſt operators in 
„ town are liable to every day; in caſe it ſhould 
ever reach their ears, they are always deſpiſed 
by men of eminence in the profeſſion ; never- 
* theleſs, if you deſire it, I will enquire into the 
affair, and will certainly reprimand any of my 
young gentlemen, if they ſhould be found to 
blame. N 
T ſhall make no refiexions either on the above 
eZidavit, or extracts, as they are obvious to every 
reader; Who Lan haye no room to doubt of my 
N having 
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having performed my part of the operation pro- 


perly. But with an air of triumph it is ſaid, 
« How will you weaken the ſtrength of Mr. 
C Howard's, and Mr. Hartcup's evidence againſt 


cc you?” Why, I think nothing is more eaſy to 


accompliſh ; as to the former, I ſhall refer him to 
my poſtſcript; and till he can clear up the affair 


there mentioned, I ſhall think ſuch evidence can 


be of no weight on any occaſion whatever: as to 
the latter, who was at that time Mr. Bromfield's 
apprentice, I ſhall refer him to the above letter 
of his maſter's; whoſe evidence he has there ſuf- 
fliciently invalidated, and taught me how 0 deſpiſe. 

Mr. Bromfield, in the above extract, ſays, 
« That he thought me as capable as himſelf, 


* or any other of the profeſſion :*” and he 


has exhibited the ſtrongeſt proofs that, in the 


amputation of Mr. Benwell's leg, I have given 


him no reaſon to be of a different opinion; by 


his refuſing to ſubmit the determination of the 


whole affair to the court of aſſiſtants, and com- 
pany of ſurgeons in London, who are undoubt- 
edly the proper judges in matters of this na- 
ture; and had that method of appeal been taken 
either by Mr. Bromfield, or Mr. Benwell, for to 
both of them the appeal was made, there could 
have been no farther altercation on this ſubject g 
to reject a propoſal of appealing for judgment, 
to an impartial, and preper tribunal, hath ever 
been conſidered as equal to an act of ſelf con- 
demnation. 9 
The amputation being well performed, and the 
ſtump allowed by Mr. Bromfield, at the expira- 


tion of 13 days, to be in good condition; this 
methinks might have excuſed me from any im- 


pPutation of miſbehaviour in the operation ; not 
at all, it ſeems, I am to be made accountable for 


all 
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all the incidental conſequences of the cure, how- 


ever produced; whether they might ariſe from 
neglect on one fide, or ignorance on another. 
It is notorious, that, for the firſt fortnight af- 
ter the amputation, Mr. Benwell was in the moſt 
happy ſituation that could be wiſhed for; the 
ſymptomatic fever was paſſed, the ſtump digeſted, 
and he was pronounced to be out of danger: he 
was viſited, and congratulated thereon, by his 
friends, . and indeed was ſo well, as to be removed 
into another room : but at this time, the unhappy 
conſequences: of a freſh fever, acquired perhaps 
by this premature removal, ' or ſome other irregu- 
larity, began to diſplay themſelves :' Mr. Brom- 
field could. no longer attend, being himſelf con- 
fined by illneſs; the fever daily increaſed for more 
than a fortnight, and defied the utmoſt ſkill of 


the attending phyſician ; the alarms: were great, 


frequent and daily meſſages were ſent up to town 
for Mr. Bromfield's opinion; yet, during this 
threatening period, no other ſurgeon was called in: 
the ſtump of courſe, now affected by the fever, 


put on an unfavorable aſpect, and the firſt cla- 


mours were now raiſed about the unſkilful opera- 
tion, to which all was attributed: in ſhort, the 
operating ſurgeon was ungenerouſly condemned, 
and made anſwerable for the conduct, and inex- 
perience of the acting phyſician ; who, under this 
dilemma, called no one in to his aſſiſtance. A 
particular friend, however, of the patient's, tired 
out with the repeated bad accounts he daily re- 
ceived of Mr Benwell's relapſe; as ſoon as he 


found that Mr. Bromfield had not attended for 


fome time, infiſted on proper help being immedi- 
ately ſent for; it was therefore, through the means 
of this gentleman, that the ſerjeant ſurgeons were 


It 


— 


FLalled in. 5 


bas! 
We are told, that it was in the beginning of July © 
Mr. Benwell was deprived of Mr. Bromfield's at- 
tendance, but by a letter of his, which I have now 
by me, dated the 30th of June, he there tells me, 
he had then been confined to his room nigh a 
fortnight ; conſequently, it was in the middle of 
that month when he could no longer attend; this 
miſtake, I ſuppoſe, was deſignedly made, to ſhew 
that there had been no neglect; for Mr. Bromfield 
is ſaid, in a day or two after, to have defired Mr. 
Ranby, and Mr. Hawkins, to make Mr. Ben- 
well a viſit. ; 
At this period it was that Mr. Benwell ſays bis 
health declined, and bis ſtump grew larger, inſtead 
of becoming leſs; ſo that it was thought: neceſſary to 


3 adefre Me. Bromfield, if he could not attend himſelf, 


to aſk the favour of ſome eminent ſurgeon in London, 
to make him a viſit. The meſſage ſaid to be return- 
ed was, that Mr. Bromfield hoped he - ſhould 
ebe able in à few days to fee Mr. Benwell him- 
« ſelf; that he was unwilling any ſurgeon from Lon- 
don ſhould ſee in what manner Mr. Aylett had per- 
& formed his operation, becauſe he thought it would 
e hurt his character, as a ſurgeon.” Now I muſt 
confeſs, that till Mr. Bromfield publickly avows 
this meſſage, I muſt ſuſpend my belief of it, and 
this for many reaſons. Firſt, becauſe I think Mr. 
Bromfield could not have been guilty of ſo much 
barbarity to his patient, on ſo trifling a confide- 
ration; and in ſo calamitous a ſituation as he de- 
ſcribes, have let his patient languiſh two days, 
without ſending the aſſiſtance demanded, and which 
he muſt be convinced was ſo much wanted ; but 
tie reaſon aſſigned for this moſt extraordinary neg- 
le, convinces me ſtill more, that it could not be 
true: for Mr. Bromfield, but a fortnight before 
had publickly 9 the operation to be well Per- 
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formed, and the Pump io be in good condition; nay, 
at this very time, in a letter to me, June 30, he 
aſſures me, that he would not countenance any thing 
' propagated to my. prejudice ; but would even re- 
primand any of his own 15 ople if they ſhould be 
found guilty of ſuch behaviour: this certainly 
therefore muſt be a trumped up ſtory, the falſity 
of which, Mr. Bromfield will, no doubt, think in- 
cumbent on him to prove, for the ſake of his own 
character. 

In page the 14th, it is ſaid, That it was an 
* inſtance of very ill judged deference in a man 
c who wanted to ſilence his enemies, and con- 
« vince the maſters of Eton of his chirurgical abi- 
* lities, by his having a ſhare in the operation, 
< to leave the principal parts to his collegue.” 
As to my enemies, I ſhall pay very little regard 
either to their filence or clamour; but in reſpect 
to the MASTERS, whoſe good opinion, after be- 
ing ſo long appointed ſurgeon at Eton ſchool, I 
Hope in ſome meaſure to have merited ; it cer- 
tainly would have been an 7!l-judged compliment 
to them, as well as a ridiculous attempt in me, 
to have endeavoured to impoſe on their diſcern- 
ment, by ſuch partial abilities, as ſharing an ope- 
ration, which is much eaſier performed, than 
many others of very little ſeeming conſequence. 
Indeed I flatter myſelf, that my appointment there 
derives' its foundation from a more general know- 
ledge in my profeſſion ; otherwiſe I apprehend, that 
I ſhould not for ſo many years have been conti - 
nued, as I now am, in ſo important a truſt. 

The author in page 25 ſays, from Mr. Shgrp's 
quotation 3 “ by cutting down to the bone at 
once, and ſawing it directly, the conſequence 
« was, that the ſkin and fleſh withdrew them 
«ſelves, &c. 7 ſays Mr. Benwell, is my _ 

ow 


* af > WW 


„„ 
How the withdrawing the fleſh can be reconciled 
with the charge alledged againſt. me in page the 


36th, where it is affirmed, I left too great a portion 
of muſcle (or fleſh) I know not. Had I flaſhed. 


down to the bone in the manner aſſerted, there 


poſſibly might have been too much bone left, and 
too little n and muſcle ; but the very contrary to 
this is affirmed by Mr. Bromfield, who has de- 


clared, that there was ſulſicient ſkin for any one to 
have left; and by this very charge againſt me, it 
is affirmed, that there was too great a portion of 
muſcle left : ] ſhall leave hee contradictory accounts 
to be reconciled by the ingenious author, who 
ſeems to have a ſtrange fatality attending his rea- 
ſoning; and whatever medical attainments he may 
poſſeſs, it is plain, as Falſtaff ſays of Honour, 
that He has no fill in ſurgery. 

The affair of drefling the ſtump the firſt time, 


has been already ſo fully replied to in my firſt 
pamphlet, where Mr. Bromfield has acknowledged 


the impropriety of his conduct at that period; 


that I ſhall not trouble the reader with a repetition _ 


on that head; nor can I think it worth while af- 
ter that, to anſwer the trifling interrogatories now 
advanced. 5 N 
In page the 34th, it is faid, © As to the di- 
* geſtion of the ſtump, the ſerjeant ſurgeons found 
e no fault with it.” If fo, is it not a demonſtra- 
tion, that the cauſe of the fever did not ariſe 


from any thing which paſt in the operation ? for 


certainly the wound, had it been the cauſe of the 


fever, could not have been in a good condition; 


unleſs that which is good in itſelf can produce 
bad conſequences. _ 

After this, it is added, 7th regard to the 
„ care of the fever, they know they gave no airec- 
« tions about it.“ This is the moſt extraordinary 
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_ aſſertion 1 ever met with; by this account, one 


might be induced to believe, that theſe gentlemen 
did nothing; for as to the digeſtion of the ſtump 
they found no fault with it ; and with regard to the 
cure of the fever, they know they gave no directions 
about it. What! would the phyſician then mono- 
polize an honour he has ſcarce pretenſions to 
ſhare in? Can the great abilities of theſe gen- 
tlemen be ſo ſlightly ſpoke of, by one who in all 


Probability is indebted to them for his life? were 


repeated bleedings, purges, and vomit, no direc- 
tions for the cure of a fever? if they were then 
thought ſo highly neceſſary, why were they fo long. 
poſtponed ? the ſtate of blood, which now appear- 
ed inflamed to a great degree, was a convincing 
proof of the neceſſity of them, as well as of their 
earlier uſe; and evidently demonſtrated the im- 
propriety of the bark, given under ſuch circum- 


ſtances: the wel: known clamour of the day was, 


that a freſh amputation was to be made; but theſe 
well timed evacuations, directed by theſe gentle- 
men, prevented the operation, and ſaved the pa- 


tient; a circumſtance which a little longer delay, 


perhaps, would have rendered impoſſible. What 
a pitiful reſource | to charge the bad ſymptoms of 
a fever, which had now continued nigh three 
weeks, to an operation that had been performed 
five weeks before; a fortnight after which, the 
patient was-ſo well, as to be removed into ano- 
ther room. i 

At length 'tis ſaid, As to a compleat cure, , 
„ am now ſorry to ſay, that is ſtill (I am a- 
« fraid) at a very great diſtance.” Here I am 
charged with a falſity, but I muſt beg leave to 
obſerve, that, if the cure is not compleat, I was 
led into this miſtake by Mr. Bromfield himſelf, 
who, ſeven months ago, congratulated Mr. _ 

we 


x 


Ling] 


well on his happy recovery, in the very firſt page 
of his letter to him And, indeed, it may rea-. 


ſonably be aſked Mr. Bromfield, if the whole 
affair is not in a better ſtate, than ever he 
expected it would be, before the operation; for 
he has declared in his narrative, page 9, that the 
ſucceſs attending it, was not at that time very pro- 
| bable, as the muſcles were greatly contuſed, and the 
patient of a full habit of body. | 


But what ſurgeon will not acknowledge, that, 


during a feveriſh ſtate, the moſt ſimple wound 
cannot be brought into a healing condition ? 'and 
can it be then wondered at, that a large ſtump, in 
a full habit, attended with a fever for three weeks, 
ſhould, inſtead of becoming leſs, grow larger? all 
the efforts of external ſurgery, can, in ſuch caſe, 
avail little; for, till the original cauſe, the fever, 
is removed, the wound will grow worſe, and will of- 
ten continue gleeting and diſcharging till the patient 
ſinks. Whether this would not have been the caſe 
here, if the ſerjeant ſurgeons had not come o 


portunely down, may very reaſonably be conjec- 


tured, from the very different treatment of the 


patient, and the ſudden alteration of every ſymp- 


tom afterwards for the better. 
Having thus proved that the principal cauſe, 


which brought Mr. Benwell into ſo much danger, 


was a fever, in conſequence of ſome circumſtance 
independent of the operation; I ſhall proceed to 
anſwer the charge alledged againſt me by Mr. 
Benwell, that I left too great length of ſtump, and 
too large a portion of muſcles. Now in anſwer to 
the firſt pzrt of the accuſation, I ſay, if it were 


true, the charge ſhould be general, for Mr. Brom- 


field and Howard are equally, culpable with me; 


the part” operated on, being always unanimouſly 


agreed on, by the ſurgeons preſent ; as to the 


portion 
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portion of muſcle, ſaid to be left; if true alſo, why 
was it not retrenched ? nothing could have been 
more eaſily effected, had Mr. Bromfield thought 
it the leaſt neceſſary : perhaps, it is ſaid, you had 
done too much "to be undone; the accuſation above 
mentioned proves to the contrary, for I had not 
done enough according to that charge, I had 
left too great a portion of muſcle ; an error, had it 
been ſo, certainly of the right ſide; as the 
reduridancy could ſo readily have been removed, 
while the loſs of muſcle could never have been re- 
ſtored. But is it to be conceived that Mr. Brom- 
held could ſtand paſſively by, and not remedy 
this ſuppoſed imperfect operation, which might ſo 
eaſily have been redreſſed? could he take an un- 
finiſhed ſtump under his care, and dreſs it up in 
this imperfect ſtate ? could he reconcile ſuch con- 
duct, either to his duty to his patient, or to his 
own breaſt ? the barbarity of a $hylock could not 
with the leaft propriety have been imputed to him; 


nor could there have been the leaſt danger of the 


patient's ſinting under ſo trifling a reform: but as 
Mr. Bromfield has at various times declared the 
operation to be well done, I ſhall make no fur- 
ther reply to ſo malicious a ſuggeſtion. 

Such being the true reſulr of the charge againſt 
me, in not performing the operation in a proper 
manner; I might here reſt my defence, in regard 
to this article; but as ſome other objections are 
ſtarted in regard to the operation, it may be thought 


neceſſary, that I ſhould reply to them. I am aſk- 


ed, Why was I ſo obſtinately reſolved to force. 
@ myſelf into a principal ſhare of the diſagree- 
able office of cutting off my friend's leg? there 
web am afraid the ſurgeon got the better of the 
« man.“ The reafon is evident, becauſe Mr. 
Bremen thought me-as well qualified as himſelf, or 


any 


l 
any other of the profeſſion ; and certainly Mr. Ben- 
well, being my friend, offered no reaſon why I 
ſhould reſign the right of operating, where the 
patient could receive no prejudice thereby ; and I 
myſelf muſt, by an acquieſcence in an incapacity 
of performing the operation: if a ſurgeon is to 
decline performing capital operations, becauſe the 
patients are his friends, I ſhould be glad to know 
where he is to expect to find buſineſs ? ſurely not 
among his enemies! 
At length it is diſcovered, that the true reaſon 
of my unwillingneſs to comply, ſeems to have 
ariſen from the fear of being conſidered as a man 
not equal to the performance of the operation? 
and pray was not this a very reaſonable apprehenſion? 
and who that had abilities would afford his ene- 
mies the pretext of ſuch an imputation ? after 
this, page 6, it is continued, and I muſt not 
& ſuppoſe, that you had the leaſt ambition to be 
« pointed at by the gaping vulgar, as a perſon 
< who had cut off a man's leg at Eton.“ Indeed, 
the ſuppoſition is very juſt, -I had no ambition of 
that kind ; nor had I any inclination to be point- 
ed at, as one who was obliged to ſend to London 
for a ſurgeon, to cut off a man's leg at Eton; as 
if I was unequal to the operation. | 
As to the inſinuation of my never before having 
cut off a leg, Mr. Benwell might have ſaved him- 
ſelf much trouble in his enquiries on this head, 
had he but put the queſtion to his family ſurgeon ; 
who could have informed him, if his memory has 
not again failed him, that he was preſent at 
ſuch an operation, which I performed 20 years 
ago. The charge of an unſteady hand, is what I 
little expected to come from a man who had a dou- 
ble cotton cap over his eyes; but as this malevolent. 
accuſation is ſo fully replied to, and refuted by Mr. 
.; ; Penford, 


2 as 


_ 
— 


— . 


3 
E 


r oo Fr TEE. 3 28 
5 3 wa ——— . 
REESE r Eft 


— I 
2 by 


* 4 „ — 


— 
— 
2 


n 5 — 5 4 1 n — 
TI — os a 4 — 
5 — K- 
: — - — — : 
* , N Re * 


=> 
_ —— —— ͤꝛñů—I—e 
* * ” * * 2 


4 a th By « * 

— bn RR 67 DT 
— — — * 3 

* * CET C * * G ” 


0 by 2 — 2 — WV r = : 0 8 * * po . 8 — NY 8 . 5 - . 
7 5 n 5 9 a N — n d. — aut A 8 8 * a £ : 
- : Ce > > —_— "EW S L * 5 = . q - -- — Ahh oj — W 3 — a _ _ - : "_ 8 
_— 4 7 = N 9 PE) * „ 2, * The — Re oa o_ . — * 9 23 22:23 ,4 r bc. 2 dab >, — 8 - 
. : : — — ff J 2 22 = 9 ths I — — — I youre d A 9 . a 
F „ * , - * A ; — : Cs = : (0905-3 ae” e | — 
E : .. YE TAE Dorn an nx ä . ” I — = mu a | TRICE ERIE CT EIET. n : _ 2 — 4. a J IDES nt — 
* = 4 - == - 5 — - ——— — - > . 8 * N 8 he > = — _—— - WE 
« n ; 3 - > > EIS _— * r — T 7. S SIRI onn—apagge : — — yy — Ig," aries — 9" A = g = : : — 2 
a 3 344 3 — Ons — be > — — = 82. — — = 5 1 — n — . D - 
V - 5 VR — — me To 2 . on _ 2 — — — * 
9 . Ws 2 * 1 - ROE — — - == — — oi > => "TI — 2 — = 
. N * r 4 - ** rn On x 8 * nn — 7 — r r — 
* SL * * * * r TIE. 9 — TT „ 1 — 5 nt 2 8 — _ uf 3 — * — 8 - . < 


„ 
Penford, on oath, Who did ſee. me operate; I 


ſhall treat both the falſity, and the inference drawn 
-from it, with that contempt it deſerves. 


—— 
. 


Why the part of the operation 1 performed v was 


concealed from Mr. Benwell for three weeks, may 
poſſibly be accounted for. I am honoured, it is 
true, with the appellation of his friend, a title he 


well knows I have long ſince renounced ; nor 


- ſhould I have been called in on this accaſian, had 


not the emergency and danger of the caſe alarmed 


him, and demanded my aſſiſtance: his friends 
however, diſſatisfied with this ſtep, were deter- 
mined, on Mr. Bromfield's arrival, to get me re- 


- meds and on that account raiſed all thoſe diffi- 


culties in regard to the operation: not ſucceeding 


in this point, they were, determined, as has ſince 
appeared, to conceal from him my being ſo prin- 
- ctally concerned in the operation; that there might 
be a prerext for Mr. Howard, the other ſurgeon, 


who did not operate at all, to have the future care 
of the ſtump : this ſuccee ded, and Mr. Benwell, 
the firſt day it was dreſſed, was pleaſed to tell me, 


that for the future Mr. . was to have the 


care of it: I inſtantly ſaw through the arti- 


fice, and after ſuch a palpable affront put on me, 


immediately took my leave. Could I have reaſon 


to believe, that four days after, he knew not that 
I was principally-concerned in the operation? could 


I, after he had made the above declaration to me, 


expoſtulate with him on what I took to be a diſ- 


miſſion in form? no; I found myſelf ill-treated, 


and retired with diſdain; ; I renounced all private 


intereſt, and regulated my conduct by the unge- 


nerous treatment I met with: but to proceed i in 


my examination; 
In the 22d page, Mr. Benwell ſays, « You pre- 


« tend to have ſhewn Mr. Foppicing part of your 
N * 


. tk 

# pamphlet before it was printed.—This is ano- 
e ther ſpecimen” of your ſtrict veracity, for that 
« performance was not only printed. but pubs 
e liſhed, when you carried the ſheets to him 
4 You told him you expected the pamphlets at 
« Windſor in the afternoon; they ' accordingly 
5. came, and were at that time publiſhed in Lon- 
„ don.“ When a man will dare to affirm fuck 
notorious falſities to the public, he muſt be loſt 
to all ſenſe of ſhame ; his folly, or aſſurauce muff 
be"amazingly great indeed; as fo flagrant an im- 
poſition could not. long eſcape detection : I fo- 
lemnly declare then, that, when I waited on Mr. 
Poppteton with the firſt proof ſheet, there was no 
other part printed off; nor was the pamphlet pub- 


liſhed- cill three days after; as the printer, pus 


liſher, and many others will atteſt But had this 
really been the caſe, the facts contained in it ſtand 
unimpeached by Mr. Poppleton; as the day after 
publication, he avowed the truth of them to the 
Reverend Mr. Willis : could he have allowed that 
to be true when publiſhed, which he would have 
allowed to be falſe before it was printed ? And 
could Mr. Bemwell veniure to ſpeak the truth, in a. 
caſe which ſo nearly concerns him, he nced not fear 
being abhorred for his malevolenee. 

It is aſſerted, as Mr. Benwell ſays, on the teſti- 
-mony of three ſurgeons preſent, viz. Mr. Howard, 
Mr. Bromfield, and his Apprentice, that I did not 
make @ double inciſion. Now I abſolutely affirm this 
allo to be falſe; Mr. Penford, a ſurgeon preſent, has 
declared on oath that I did perform the double inci- 
ion; and the following paſſage from a letter of 


Mr. Bromfield's to me confirms it: he fays, 
% You took off the limb, T ſecured the blood 


© veſſels, Ma. Howard DREW UP THE SKIN, 
and managed the tourniquet ; the operation was 
6 5 + 75 thus 


A 


n 7 FU ö * 4 , ” : . £ 1 11 a mM 
4 8 ws. ES l | . k A om ade. Joya. - : , . , 250408 on p - . — . _ NA." * 
= S= 7 af 4 \ - 4 os As 1 — * 2 * AN * A 1 vr” by . . _— — Wer — * +? of _ CITY. $ - x w- — 
2 . ns» ot ab pe gs ha RU ID TR un CC d CNET nn nn ; — cc rr 
- 4 Gomes n ” 5 n - hn * = 70 - —— 22 = NS ES = - C36 bs TE 3 52 —2 — 22 - "Þ 5 
. - D EX 4 7 Nen ” — 2 22 B * 28 F — — * : — — — * 2 — by. - 
L 3 — — wy an nes ms bag — - — — On ati — — hve: : n . m_— a. — ty 2/0 RP 2: 5 — 4 = — *; — 
— — 2 n —— $I In; — — - — 2 —— buy eo err ay — — - 2 P as — Nene —— : | 
PALIT Lot E Eg = 4) — — * —— — — — — — : XZ — ERIC — —_— 4 3 - => - 3 7, £5 — _ — — === . - 
. EI Eerie I EE. II — — — < 2 e — — 2 = — —— — — : SR - . — 1 * 2 — * 
r 3 — SY r — — — N 8 , ON: : * : 2 - : : — : — — l PEEL — ; 9 22 ” 3 
r — Oe” * WE E ² a dN Re Te £4. 0-08 Er : Y — — 1 — e 3 7 
* TT 2 ” 2 85 0 * 
5 7 
. 5 ” 
” 


hes 


__— 
wa 


$a i "ha = he wy 
e — EY 5 ND 


4 wy * 

g 

PP · w TT 
— + 2 9 
R - 


ONS 1 
Tags; 8 


F 


-- icerning ibis dreadful operation. 


OO I Tr — — S 
r * 2 LS, . 
> 2 * r - — 

cc — 
— 
— 


(24 } | 
ec thus finiſhed, and every one ſeemed ſatisfied as 
4 thought.” Gentlemen of the profeſſion know, 
that drawing» up ibe ſein, is the ſtep previous to 
the ſecond inciſion: it is evident then, that three 
ſurgeons affirm the direct contrary to Mr. Ben- 


- Well's declaration; one of whom is Mr Brom- 


field himſelf; who declares alſo, that every one as 
be thought, ſermed ſatisfied with the operation: now 
as this is an aſſertion of Mr. Benwell's only, whoſe 
veracity, as appears above, is not to be relied on; 
and the teſtimony of my witneſſes is ſupported 
by the oath of one, and the hand writing of the 
other, J apprehend that I need ſay no more con- 


In the 29th page it is affirmed, « that nothing 


e can be more falſe than my ſaying Mr. Benwell 


#* defired to ſee me again, and even ſent repeated 
** meſſages to that effect; If the reader will 
pleaſe. to caſt his eye on the firſt extract from Mr. 
Bromfield's letter to me, he will find the follow- 
ing words: After dinner on Friday ſome gen- 
* tlemen came in, and ſaid, you looked on your- 
*5, ſelf as diſcharged from any: farther attendance 
on Mr, F on which I went up.to him, 
„and told him.what I thought was right in re- 
* ſpect to you; when he declared he never had 
the leaſt thought of diſmiſſing you; tbe which 
**, was. deſired by me that you ſhould be acquainted 
* with.” I could produce other proofs of this 
kind; but the reader, I imagine by this time, 
muſt be ſatisfied, by theſe bold affirmations, of 
the little regard Mr. Benwell pays to truth. _,, 
Hie ſays, He never meant to inſinuate, nor 
** ever ſaid he did nat ſee me in the room, juſt 


.** before the operation, of which things I moſt 
*5, unjuſtly accuſe him; Let us examine his own 
words, in his printed letter to Mr. Bromfield; they 


. 
w 


4 


[25] 

are the following, © ſo far was I from giving my 
* conſent to his doing any part of the operation, 
« that I told him, I had inſiſted on your doing 
« jt; on which he ſaid he muſt then take his 
<« leave, and went down ſtairs; and I do declare, 
& that had J thought he had a knife employed 
© on me, I do believe I ſhould have ſunk under 


c the operation.” Now if theſe words do not 


both inſinuate and imply that T had taken my leave 
of him, and was gone down ſtairs about my bu- 


fineſs, I know pot what can: certain it is, they were 


thus generally underſtood by every body: but to put 
this matter out of doubt, it is notorious, that for ſe- 
veral weeks he propagated this falſe tale, as num- 
bers both here and at Eton will teſtify ; and that I 
took an advantage of blind-folding him, to act as 
I] did; otherwiſe he never ſhould have ſuffered 
me to operate on him at all; as he had concluded 
when I took my leave, that I was gone home: 


it was this circumſtance that induced his family 


ſurgeon to declare, that he would ſwear to the im- 
poſſibility of his ſeeing me, as he himſelf pulled 
the cap over his eyes, before I came into the room: 
how this affair is ſhuffled over, at the expence of 
Mr. Howard's veracity, muſt be obvious to every 
reader. But as Mr, Benwell now denies all this, 
I have the authority of a gentleman of the ſtricteſt 


honour to declare, that Mr. Benwell told the above 


particulars to an intimate friend of his; who was 
greatly ſurpriſed when he heard that it was intirely 
falſe from beginning to end: ſhould the above 
fact be at all diſputed, the names of the gentle; 
men ſhall be produced whenever I am called on. 
I am ſorry to find myſelf undera neceſſity of replying 
to another charge of falſity alledged againſt me by 
Mr. Benwell, who ſays, When you impoſed on 


Mr. Bromfield, * declared I had defired you 


to 
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er to ſettle the Ooptration between yourſelves. You 


4 likewiſe aſſerted the ſame falſity to THe Mus- 
„ TERS Or ETON School, and this I have their 
c leave to mention.” I muſt confeſs, that I was 
both ſurprized and concerned to ſee ſuch reſpecta- 


ble names introduced on this occaſion, in order 
to prove what I had never diſowned to theſe gen- 


tlemen, and many others, to whom I had made 
the fame declaration; and which I ſtill affirm to 
be neither falſity, nor impoſition. The true ſtate 
of this caſe is as follows; | og 

When I waited on Mr. Poppleton five or fix 
months after Mr. Benwell's accident, and ſoon af- 


ter Mr. Bromfield's publication of his pamphlet; 


in order to be informed, among many other af- 


fairs, of Mr. Benwell's verbal conſent to Mr. Pop. 


pleron's propoſal, relative to the operation; he 
was pleaſed to tell me, that he could not at that 


diſtance of time charge his memory with that par- 


ticular circumſtance; and as I had made a point 
of advancing nothing, but what I could ſupport 
by the teſtimony of others; I was adviſed by 
my friends to omit this declaration, as they thought 
Mr. Benwell's conſent was ſufficiently clear with- - 
out it. As I certainly had a right to make uſe 
of what arguments I thought moſt proper in my 
defence, it is not be wondered at, that I did not 
chuſe to reſt this point on my own teſtimony : 


but ſurely the omiſſion of this circumſtance in 


my former account, by no means proves the fal- 
ſity of the aſſertion; or that it is leſs true, be- 
cauſe Ma. PoepLETON did not recollect it; nor 
is it proved that theſe gentlemen were impoſed 


on, becauſe they gave Mr. Benwell leave to men- 


tion the fact which I had related to them. 
With what propriety I am charged with draw- 


vie”, . 


L 


1 27 1 


view, by fixing it on improper objects, I am at a 


loſs: to coheeive. Can 7he court of affiſtants be 
thought ſuch on this octafion ? Does it not be- 


long to them to decide whether operations in ſur- 


gery are well or ill performed? can theſe points 
be called the punctilios of buſineſs ? if Mr. Ben- 
well and his friends had been deſirous of obtain- 
ing truth, and of determining this obje& of our 
diſpute, they would have accepted the propofal 
I long ſince publicly made, of leaving the deci- 
fion of it to this judicious and impartial court : 
the public then would no longer have been trou- 
bled with an altercation, which is in general ſo little 
_ underſtood z; nor would falſe and evaſive argu- 
ments have been ſought for, to deceive and miſ- 
lead, when the truth might thus readily have been 
aſcertained. „ | + 

Thus have I, in the moſt plain and perſpicu- 
ous manner, replied to every charge alledged a- 


gainſt me, relative to the operation; and I hope 


have thoroughly acquitted myſelf of the many baſe 

imputations and falſities that have been ſo maliciouſly 
advanced: but before I conchude, I muſt beg to be 
indulged this obſervation; that hard would be the lot 


of ſurgeons, if they were to be made accountable for 


every incidental ſymptom after their operations; as 
the cauſes are numberleſs, which may defeat the end 
of the very beft : and I can't help ſaying, that 1 
think my caſe is ſingularly fo; to be called on 
more than twelve months after, to defend the per- 
formance of an operation, which for the firſt fort- 
night had not the leaſt imputation thrown on it; 
to be made accountable for a long train of illneſs, 
which has been proved, could not ariſe from the 
operation; to be deprived of the ſatisfaction of 
dreſſing a ſtump I had formed, and of being an 2 
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1 a | 
witneſs to the changes it underwent by the fever, 
or other incidental ſymptoms z to be denied a fair 
| trial before my proper judges, though frequently 
' demanded ; and as it W 3h from the begin- 
1 ning, that there was ſo little proſpect of ſucceſs. 
nin a man turn'd of fifty, of a groſs ſanguine 
i habit, naturally not over temperate, and in the 
Wt. midſt of the ſummer ſeaſon ; *tis hard, I ſay, to 
be made anſwerable for the unfavourable ſymp- 
#8 toms which might naturally be expected from ſuch 
q 7's a conſtitution independent of the operation. But 
It fflatter myſelf, that the judicious and impartial 
BY will ke through the unjuſt charge; to whom I ap- 
"BY prehend it will evidently appear, that had the in- 
1 Fu cidental fever, which enſued after the patient's 
15 firſt removal into another room, been taken off in 
1 time by proper evacuations; the dangerous ſymp- 
_ "= toms ariſing from it, which ſo long continued, 
1 and neceſſarily affected the ſtump, had thereby been 
1 removed; and the ſubſequent inconveniencies, 
3 which have ſince attended it, and retarded the cure, 
= had moſt probably alſo been prevented; and as I 
1 never ſaw the ſtump after the amputation, and of 
i courſe could not be concerned in the dreſſing it; 
bY ſurely no conſequences of this kind can with juſtice 
_ be imputed to me. 2 : | 
1 5 As this deficiency in chirurgical knowledge is a 
. new charge, and of the moſt import, I have been 
1 more particular about it; but as Mr. Benwell 
Wo chiefly reſts his accuſation upon another point, 
9 viz. that I diſputed the right a man has to ap- 
\ point his own ſurgeon, and operated againſt his 
= conſent, or rather expreſs prohibition ; and as the 
'| ' baſed aſſertions upon this ſubject have been re- 
= ' inforced with ſome freſh ſupplies, I am content 


once more to give this matter a thorough exami- 
nation—TI ſhall ſtate Mr. Poppleton's affidavit at 
length, 
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_ 2 
length, that the reader may ſee that, and the ar- 

guments with which it ſhall be confronted, in 
their full light, and becauſe I would not loſe any 


advantages which this affidavit ſo plentifully ſup- __ 


plies me with, towards clearing up my conduct in 
this particular. e ö 


The declaration of Thomas Poppleton : of 
New Windſor, in the County of Berks, 
ESQUIRE. 8 25 3 


As I was fitting by the ſide of My. Benwells bed, 
in the afternoon of the day that be had the misfortune 
to break his leg, Mr. Aylett came to him, and aſked 
him, if it was his defire that Mr. Bromfield ſhould 
take off his leg : Mr. Benwell anſwered it was : upon 
which, Mr. Aylett replied; be muſt then take” bis 
leave. As he was going out of the room, I ſaid to 
him, thoſe affairs had better be ſettled below ſtairs. 
My defign in ſaying this, was to prevent Mr. Ben- 
well's having any further ſollicitations on ſo diſagree- 
able a ſubjett; and ſo far was Mr. Benwell from 
conſenting to my propoſal, that 1 am not certain be 
heard me make it; for he took no notice of it, nor 
made the leaſt anſwer to it. And indeed, it may be 
very reaſonably ſuppoſed, that his attention at that 
time was fully engaged upon matters of greater im- 
portance. About half an hour after this, Mr. Ben- 
Well complained of being in great pain, and was very 
 -wneaſy that his ſurgeons ſo long deferred the opera- 
tion: upon which I immediately went ,down ſtairs to 
Mr. Bromfield and Mr. Aylett, and dęſired to know 
if they were ready : they anſwered, they were coming 
up : but ſo far was I from making any report to Mr. 
Benwell*s friends, that the ſurgeons had ſettled the 
part that each was to take in the operation, that 1 
declare I ſaw none of them, nor did I believe Mr. 

= | Aylett 


* 
1 


* 7 


Juſt at the inſtant Mr. Bemwell had been taken from 


Sworn 885 me, = 


[#1 
1 at to. perform am part of the operailon, bib 
required the uſe of the\knife, till T faw it in bis bang, 


his bed, and placed. on the table; when it was tos 
late for me to offer to interfere, as ſuch a flep muſt, 


in all probability, have greatly affetted Mr. Beywolh, 


F Rays: | rag 


of his majeſty's juſ- 
tices of the peace 
for the county of 
of Fe this fifth day 

oe 1 80. 
| Us Richard Tonen, 


The writer having FOTO Mr. Wooten 
this ſhape to the public, thinks it neceſſary to 
make ſome apology for him, as men uſually do, 
when they bring a perſon into company which he 
has notoriouſly abuſed before, and with much 
gravity proceeds thus“ This is the declaration of 
«6 Mr. Poppleton upon oath before a magiſtrate: jt 
js not a ſtory, compiled from his unguarded eu- 
* pręſſions, which night have been drawn from him 
* perhaps by practiſing upon his good nature—A 
man who loves peace, often ſoftens the rigour of 
trutb in common converſation ; but the 3 
af an oath admits of no palliation o & fatts; an 
forces an honeft man to ſpeak out his real fentt- 
* ments.” 

Now to wave the Guſt paragraph, which carries 
its own infignificance upon the face of it, I ſhall 
obſerve a little upon the ſecond, which, as applied 
ro this caſe, has more abſurdity in it, than 1 
ſhould have thought it FOR to _—_ into fo 
ſmall a compaſs,  .- 

. 5 Firſt, 


1 
"Firſt; we may collect from this paragraph, that 
a man may be ſaid to /oftes the rigour of truth, 


thier, he aſſerts things diametrically oppoſite to 
what he will ſwear three months atterwards. 
Secondly, that he may be a very honeſt man 
in doing this; for the honeſt man, in the latter 
part of the ſentence, who ſpeaks his real ſenti- 
ments upon oth; is the ſame with him, who 
ſoftens the rigour of truth, in the former part : 
but this is with a proviſo, that it be done for the 
fake of peace. _ 4 . 
Thirdly, if # man may thus make free with 
his declaratiofis for the ſake of peact; much mate Ws) 
may he do it for the ſake of making his forroh& 1 
775 


or the love of bis family, &c. And then what be- _—_ 
comes of the faith of contracts, and all kind of . 
negotiations, where credit is given, without the vil 
intervention of an oath? n . 
Fourthly, we are fafther inſtructed in this pa- Þ 
ragraph, that every kind of diſcourſe between mari 4 
and man, be the ſubject what it will, whete an 4 
oath is not concerned, is common converſation.— 4 
The tranſaction between Mr. Poppleton and me 1 
ſtands thus; my reputation being injuribuſſy tra- Hl 
duced in a printed letter, I apply to Mr. Popple- 1 
ton for his teſtimony, as to certain facts that con- 19 


fiſted in his 83 and related to the matter 
I queſtion: he for the ſake of truth and juſtice 
— I then thought, and do ſtill believe they were 
ais motives at that time) agrees to give it: his 
account I take at two different times from his own 
mouth; as my defence was to be printed, to pre- 
vent all miſtake and cavilling, and to obviate all 
faſpicion of any diſingenuous dealing, I carry him 
the proof ſheet, that contained every tittle he was 
coficerned' in, which he revifes, examines, and 
n > ih | approves : 
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[ 32 ] 

approves : : theſe declarations therefore were made 
by Mr. Poppleton to me, not once, but often x 
not at caſual meetings, but upon formal applica- 
tions ; not unguardedly, but with the utmoſt de- 
liberation ; not curſorily, but with the moſt ſcru- 
pulous exactneſs; and thus ſealed with his allow- 
ance, and warranted by his approbation, they paſs 
the preſs, and appear in publi- The very day af- 
ter the publication, a reverend clergyman, whoſe 
affidavit I ſhall ſubjoin, in company with Mr. 
Poppleton, reviſes all the parts of the pamphlet 
in which he was concerned ; when he gave his de- 
liberate ſanction to the whole, excepting one ſin- 
gle word, which he thought ſhould be altered for 
others, which he then named: this variation I 
readily ſubmit to, waving all diſputes about it, 
and the rather, becauſe 1 derive this advantage 
it, that the circumſtance of ſuch minute ex- 
actneſs in making fo trifling an alteration, gives 
the ſtrongeſt confirmation imaginable to all the 
reſt that paſſed uncenſured—This is an exact de- 
tail of what paſſed between Mr. Poppleton and 
me on this occaſion, not one . circumſtance of 
which he has ventured in his affidavit to diſavow, 
or call in queſtion: yet, according to this writer, 
all this is common converſation, mere chit- chat, 
ſuch as men talk upon hearſay and rumour, and 
no ſort of ſtreſs is to be laid upon it: the mo- 
ment an affidavit appears, the whole credibility 
of the witneſs is fo ſtrongly attracted by the oath, 
that all his former declarations are left bare and 
deſtitute of all kind of credit whatſoever—l be- 
lieve the reader will ſmile at this ingenious hypo- 
theſis ; according to which, a country juſtice 
can do as much with an oath, as ever a Romiſh 
prieſt pretended to do with the ſacrament ; ; the 
moment it is adminiſtered, we are to renounce 

whatever 


„ 
whatever we have believed upon the joint evidence 
of our ſenſes and our reaſon, how deeply ſoever it 


is rooted, and how ſtrongly ſoever it has pre- 
vailed. 3 Loom 2 , 


I now come to the affidavit itſelf, which I ſhall 
hope to ſhew would deſerve no credit, from the 
inconſiſtencies and ſelf-contradiction appearing on 


the face of it, though it were encountered by no 
external evidence. | 


The account is this, Mr. Aylett came to Mr: 
c Benwell, and aſked him if it was his deſire 
« Mr. Bromfield ſhould take off his leg: Mr. 


c Benwell anſwered it was; upon which Mr. 


« Aylett replied, he muſt then take his leave.“ 
Was this the language of a man, who diſputed 
Mr. Benwell's right of appointing his own ſur- 

on? did I not in direct terms admit it? but 
what follows? As he was going out of the 
« room, I ſaid to him, thoſe affairs had better be 
< ſettled below ſtairs :” ſo that, according to him, 
my behaviour correſponded with my words; and 
having ſaid, I ſhould hen take my leave, I in- 
ſtantly proceeded ſo to do. Then follows Mr. 
Poppleton's propoſal (for ſo he himſelf expreſly 
calls it four lines afterwards) thoſe affairs had bet- 


ter be ſettled below ſtairs , what affairs? was there 
any queſtion but about cutting off the limb? +": 
could he propoſe that any thing ſhould be ſettled 
below, if he had thought it irrevocably determined 


above ? or can any point remain to be ſettled, if it 


is already put beyond doubt? Mr. Poppleton then, 
apprehending that this propoſal of his (which he 
could not deny) looked ſomewhat favourable for 
me, endeavours to weaken the force of any ſuch 
Inference, by telling us, what was his intention in 
making it: My deſign in ſaying this, was to 


prevent Mr. Benwell's having any farther folli- 
b F 2 . « citations 
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* citations on ſo diſagreeable a fukjeg.” What! 
did he mean to prevent farther ſollicitations by 
keeping a man in the houle, in conſequence 

his propoſal, who was at that inſtant going out 
of it? let me compare the account of this matter 
given by Mr. Poppleton my witneſs, with that 
given by Mr. Poppleton Mr. Benwell's witneſs, 
and leave the reader to judge between them. Mr. 
Poppleton's former account ſtands thus; that 
when-1 ſaid, I muſt then take my leave; Mr. Pop- 
pleton ſpoke the following words, ** Theſe gen- 


„ xrlemen are both able men; we don't under- 


$* ſtand their forms of buſineſs, it is better to 
leave this affair to be ſettled by themſelves ??? 
J ſubmit it to eyery impartial judge, whether this 
account is not natural, conſiſtent, and agreeable 


to reaſon; and when Mr. Pappleton ſays, he pra- 
ꝓpoſed, upon my going out of the room, that thoſe 
affairs ſhould be 


ettled below, in order to prevent 
farther ſollicitations, whether that account is not 
unnatural, inconſiſtent, and full of abſurdity: 


which of the two is moſt probable ; which goes 


fartheſt towards enforeing conviction ? - | 


But it will be ſaid, the queſtion does not de- 
pend on Mr. Poppleton's propoſal, but upon Mr. 
Benwell's conſent: true ! I therefore return to the 


Wt Ai lar, wherein Mr. Poppleton 28 to ſay, 
Wilts: He. is not certain Mr. Benwell 

_ <<. poſal.” But fortunately Mr. Benwell himſelf 
has cleared up this point in the gth page of his 


heard the pro- 


Pamphlet, where the writer ſays, 1 made uo 
„reply to Mr. Poppleton's propoſal, and give me 


. leabe to tell you, that in ſpigbt of the proverb, 


:* Flence as often denotes neglect and diſapprobation, 
as it does attention and conſent.” From this it 
is evident (if the ſtrongeſt implication in the 
world can make any thing ſo) that he did hear 


r it. 
For 


' [35] 

Fer a man cannot reply to that which he never 
has heard; nor is it poſſible for bim in any caſe 
to diſapprove or conſent to that, which he does 
not know has been propoſed to him: beſides, it 
is inconteſtible, that if he had not heard it, he 

would in this part of his pamphlet have ſaid ſo at 
once, and aſſerted the fact, without arguing a» 
bout the inference: the truth is, he not only heard 
it, but, as I affirm, did in words expreſs his con- 


| feat to it; but that I wave, as I have made ir a 
point all along to reſt my defence nat on my own 


aſſertions, but on the teſtimony of witneſſes en- 
tirely diſintereſted, and who cantiot-be ſuſpected of 
any prejudice in my favour.— But if fo, admittin 


the remark, that ſilence does ſametimes imply dif- 


approbation; the queſtion is, whether, under the cir- 
cumſtances of this cafe, it might not reaſonably be 
thought to imply conſent: and here let me intręat 


every ingenuous reader to diveſt himſelf of thoſe 
prejudices, which the writer's expreſſions of Mr. 


enwell's diſtruſt, averſion, and dread of my c- 
perating, may poſſibly have occaſioned Anuce, and 
conſider me in the ſituation in which I then ſtoods 
Utterly ignorant and unſuſpicious of any diffidence 
entertained of me, and 5 many inſtances 
of confidence which Mr. Benwell had expreſſed 
in my favour; not only in voluntarily ſeeking my 
aſſiſtance, although his family ſurgeon was with 
him before, but in recommending himſelf to me 
in the ſtrongeſt terms, and expreſsly ſaying, that 
be relied on me only : that I had been for mote than 
29 years eſtabliſhed in buſineſs upon this very 
/ thot,: during which time, my character in my 
' {Profeſſion had never been diſgraced, blemiſhe 
or even attacked: that not only in that branch 
my profeſſion, which was now in queſtion, but in 

various other 8 compared with which, 
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amputation is juſtly deemed inconſiderable, my 


ptactice has been attended with ſucceſs, and ho- 
noured with ſome degree of eſteem, which was 


evidently the motive of Mr. Benwell's defiring my 
aſſiſtance at all on this occaſion : under theſe cir- 
cumſtances, when ſo fair and candid a propoſal 


T 


was made, not by me, but by a perſon to- 
tally: diſintereſted ; an intimate friend of the pa- 
tient's, and who knew little of me, but from my 


general character; I appeal to every liberal and 
candid mind, whether to infer conſent from ſi- 
lence, could deſerve the cenſure which ſuch 
conſtruction has brought upon me: Mr. Benwell 
had ſeen me acquieſcing under his firſt declara- 


tion, without expoſtulation or reproach; the leaſt 


hint of his diſſent from this propoſal would have 


produced the like behaviour; he had no reaſon to 
expect the contrary: had the propoſal come from 


me, I own in that caſe his ſilence had been equi- 
vocal; but as it came from a boſom friend, a 


non - rejection ſeems equivalent to a conſent. 


Mr. Poppleton then goes on to tell us, that 
| Na 


n hour after (during all which time it does 


not appear, that Mr. Benwell gave the leaſt hint 


of diſapproving his ſcheme; nor indeed does Mr. 
ſay, that he believed Mr. Ben well diſapprovedũt) he 


came down, and aſked, if Mr. Bromfield and I were 


Poppleton in any part of his affidavit venture to | 


ready 2 the very queſtion 'ſhews, he thought was 


to be concerned: Mr. Poppleton in truth ſaid 
more, as I have ſtated in my former pamphlet 


from his own mouth; i paſſage 
the writer argues thus, you. eed 
ed, that he aſked, whether van had ſetiled the 


point of operating ; but as Mr. Poppleton does 


not own the expreſſion in his affidavit, it is rea- 


LY 


- 


ave indeed atteſt» | 


ſonable ta conclude he never made uſe of ns * 
6 2 ui? 9 6.2 oy 2 - OW 


my 
12 


s 7 

Now I do affirm this to be very unreaſonable ; fol 
as his name was vouched in print long before, for 
having ſaid ſo; as he did not diſoum the expreſ- 
ſion in his affidavit, tis a clear proof he made uſe 
of it, becauſe he did not 3 it, K he had 

ſo an opportunity to do ſo, if he could: 
wb den 2 me aſk upon what ground he 
believed, as he proceeds to ſay he did, that-I was 
not to uſe the knife, when by his own account, 
the laſt words he heard me ſpeak, expreſſed a de- 
termined reſolution to quit the houſe, unleſs 1 
were admitted to uſe it ? what circumſtance had 
intervened, to make me change my reſolution, or- 
to give the leaſt. countenance to Lan inion ?. I 
would farther aſk, upon what he inti- 
mates, that he would have inte 1 to ſtop my 
art of the operation, but for the fear of affect- 
ing Mr. Benwell; when he himſelf had propoſed, 
that the affairs ſhould be ſettled below ſtairs, and - 
it had been ſettled accordingly ? laſtly, if he had 
the leaſt conception, that my operating with the 
knife would be diſ reeable to Mr. Benwell; 
how came he not to inform himſelf, when he was 
below ſtairs, of what had been ſettled ? which 
might ſo eaſily have been done, without any fear 
of giving Mr. Benwell the leaſt diſturbance; which, 
he ſays, was the ſole reaſon or his not incerering | 
afterwards.” I 15 

The reader will doe to oblerve, Thaw his 
therto argued againſt this affidavit, merely from 
internal proof, drawn from the inconſiſtencies and 
ſelf. contradiction appearing upon the face of it; 
and that it could deſerve inte credit on that ac - 
count, were the teſtimony of the witneſs in other 
reſpects unexceptionable; but as I have it in my 
2 to impeach, and entirely to deſtroy the 
cred as of this witneſs by external evidence, I muſt 
: 110. 
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me to make his compliments to Mr. Aylett, anc 


—— 
9 - 
r 
* 
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now, vawillingly, buy, ſinee it is in my own vindi· 
a1 


Jenn WIE IIS, Rector of Fullmer, Bucks. 
dae inn | 29205 "if N * 


Xs N the day after Mr. Aylett's pamphlet was 
publiſhed, I declare that I viſited Mr. Pop- 
pleton, at che requeſt of Mr. Aylett, in orde 
to know his fentiments thereon; as they hac 
been miſrepreſented to Mr. Aylett. He deſire 


— 1 


begg'd me to tell him, that what he faid at Wind- 
for coffee -houſe was, that Mr. Benwell did not 
in words agree to his propotal (that the point of ope- 
ed 


the point of Ka for the ſake of his friend 
. 


Mr. Benwell; and Aylett, who he thought 


had Hot been well uſed: fo that, in his opinion 


neither Mr. Benwell, nor Mr.! fe had bee 
guilty of falſity; he in declaring he did not ſen 
im, or Mr. Aylett, in affirming that Mr. Popple- 
ton delivered ſuch a meſſage. Mr. Poppletoh ad- 
ded, that he did not think Mr. Aylett at all t 
blame, as he himſelf ſhovid have acted as Mr. 
Aylett did, in cdnſequence of ſuch a meſſage. MD 


39 1 


pamphlet, where Mr. Poppleton was 1 
* 


it relating to him, except the word acquie/cing, in 


lieved Mr. Poppleton was N y convinced of 


hen declared in theſe 


Sworn before me, one 
of his majeſty's juf- c | 
. oo oo 6 277 7 UPRLIO 
this 12th day of Ju- + 823230 45 faly. 58 
ly, 1760. ; . f 75 e 

GO HA ren, Mayor of Windſor. 
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The parts in my pamphlet, alluded to in the 
above declaration, which Mr. Poppleton examin- 
ed, and carefully reviſed,” three days before the 
publication; and declared alſo the truth of the facts, 
which he now confirmed to the Reverend Mr. 
Willis; were the following, I went up to Mr. 
& Benwell, and, in the propereſt terms I could uſe, 
fdeſired to know, as Mr. Howard had deelined 
the operation, whether he had any objection to 


my doing it? Mr. Benwell replied, that Mr. 


% Bromfield had juſt been with him on the ſume 
e ſcore, and that he had told him, he intended 


he ſhould perform it. On this declaratien, 1 
«replied, I ſhould hen take my leave; but be- 


fore I could quit the apartment, Mr. Popple- 
4 ton, the patient's friend, and who ſat by him, 
« addreſſed himſelf to Mr. Benwell in this man- 
«ner ; theſe gentlemen are both able men; we 
don't underſtand their forms of buſineſs; it is 
< better to leave this affair to be ſettled by them - 
er ſelves. Mr. Benwell making no objection to 
this reaſonable propoſal of his friend, but ac- 
4 quieſting, or (as fired) tacitly conſenting to the 
« expedient ; on Mr. Poppleton's repeating it to 
me, I immediately- went down ftairs, and re- 
«© lated to Mr. Bromfield this determination. Mr. 
< Bromficld readily agreed to this propoſal; and 
we were. preparing to go up to the patienr, 
« when Mr. Poppleton came in to us from Mr. 
44 Benwell, defiring to know if we had fertled the 
e point of operating: en telling him it was fet* 
« tled, and we were coming up, he reported it to 
Mr. BenwaPs* friends, many of whom were aſ- 
ſembled together; and whig,. Had they not 
c thought this to have been Mr. Benwell's final 
determination, would moſt undoubtedly: have 
* interfered, and not have ſuffered me to cut 
«off their friend's leg, againſt his inclination _ . 
ET | * 2 


L 41 Wy | 
will. This Mr. Poppleton has declared would 
0 particularly have been the caſe with him, who 

 * would not have permitted me to operate at all, 
“ unleſs he had been aſſured it was Mr. Benwell's 
* jnclination to leave it to our deciſion.” Vis 


. Theſe are the firſt voluntary declarations of Mr. a 


Poppleton, before bis good nature, as it is called, 
had been Pra#i/ed on; and hence alſo it appears, 


that theſe declarations in my favour are attended 


with an evidence, which is ſeldom in any man's 
power, upon ſuch occaſions, to lay before the 
public: As to the ſubſtitution of the words ta- 
citly conſenting to the word acquie/cing, the change 
does not in the leaſt prejudice my defence: they 
make jt evident, that Mr. Benwell appeared to 

Mr. Poppleton to conſent to his propoſal, although, 
according to him, he did not expreſs himſelf ix 
words to that effect And then the whole is re- 
duced to this ſhort queſtion, whether I deſerve to 
be purſued with ſuch: unmitigated rancour, for hay- 
ing thought as this boſom-triend- of Mr. Benwell 
profeſſes he thought, and for having «ed, as he 


declares-be himſelf ſhould have ated, on the like 


occaſion. | e 3-00 2 Re 
Upon the whale it appears, that two things are 
laid to my charge, unſkilfulneſs in the operation, 


and unwarrantable preſumption in operating at 


all. As to the firſt, the reader has ſeen the con- 


trary moſt fully proved by Mr. Bromfield's letters, 


and the full and authentic declaration he ſubſcrib- 
ed and declared in the preſence of three witneſſes ; 
And his authority is the ſtronger, becauſe no 


one can ſuſpect him being prejudiced in my fa- 


vour,— Bur what is ſtronger than the teſtimony 
of any witneſs, is the evidence ariſing from the fact 
itſelf; For if this operation was ſo wretchedly 
performed, as'this pamphlet deſcribes it, how hap- 


pened it that a man of Mr. Benwell's age, 
eg * age pes 
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[ 42 ] 
habit of body, and at that ſeaſon: of the year, was 
fo free from every kind of dangerous ſymptoms 
for a full fortnight after the amputation, ——That 
his friends, who all deſpaired of his doing well, 
grew daily more .and more confident of his reco- 
very, and both viſited and congratulated him upon 
it; — That not a ſyllable was then muttered about 
Angle inciſion, flaſhing to the bone, ſawing thro* the 
membranes, and other dreadful-founding words 
of the like nature? I leave it to Mr. Benwell, and 
his abettors, to account for their fence during this 
period; in the mean time, I ſhall very eaſily ac- 


count for the change of language, and all their 


ſubſequent proceedings :—For, at the end of the 
fortnight, the neglect of thoſe about him, in ſuf. 
fering him to be removed from one room to ano- 
ther, produced a cold, which, from the ignorance 
and incapacity of his managers, was heighened to 
a fever, and baffled all their ſkill and application, 
for a fortnight z during which time Mr. Bromfield 
was abſent by illneſs. I have already ſhewn how 
this fever was removed by the prudent directions 
of the ſerjeant ſurgeons, who by proper methods 
ſet all to rights again. But as the blame of all 
this miſmanagement muſt fall ſomewhere, it was 
thought much more convenient by the parties, 
to throw it upon an abſent man, who was not 
there to defend himſelf, than to bear it upon 
their own ſhoulders. ——— This gave riſe to all this 
-high colouring, and moſt tragical repreſentations 
of my ignorance and cruelty ; which was never 
thought on, till the groſs ill conduct of other per- 
ſons made it neceſſary for them to impute it to me, 
in order to exculpate themſel ves. When to this 
is added the moſt explicit account given by Mr. 
Penford upon oath, who was preſent during the 
whole operation, and cannot be denied to be an 


| Incompetent judge of it; I believe-I ſhall rather he 


charged 


143] | 
| charged with having been too minute in my vindi- 


cation, than wanting in any neceſſary article of my 


defence on this part of the charge. Ow 
Mr. Benwell indeed maintains, the cure is far 
from being compleated ; if this be true, I am ſor- 
ry for it; but if ſo, others, not I, are the proper 
objects of his reſentment. My part of the ope= 
ration was properly performed, and ſucceſs attend- 
ed it. The ſubſequent neglect of others may have 
produced conſequences, for which they only are 


anſwerable.— But I frankly own I diſbelieve the : 
fact. He has long been well enough to travel 


through two or three counties, with a chaiſe full 
of his pamphlets, hawking and diſtributing them 
about the country, and at horſe-races, in order to 
blacken my reputation ; bur I truſt, that with all 
impartial men, the poke with which he propa- 
gates this ſlander, will defeat the credit of it. | 

In regard to the other charge ; as it is evident 
my commiſſion to operate was founded on Mr. 
Benwells conſent to Mr. Poppleton's propoſal, I 
ſubmit it to the reader, whether Mr. Poppleton's 


affidavit, expreſsly denying ſuch conſent, can, up- 


on the whole circumſtance of this caſe, be thought 
equivalent to the many deliberate, and explicit de- 
'clarations, made by him to the contrary.—Decla- 
rations comprizing a ſeries of facts, warranted be- 
fore and after the publication; never diſavowed 
by him for three months together; — not diſavowed 
even now the ſtrong efforts of malice may ſilence, 


corrupt, and alter witneſſes, but they cannot de- 


ftroy that conviction, which reſults from the nature 
of the facts themſelves. For my own part, I 
am contented to abide this teſt. Let Mr. 
Poppletons's laſt evidence, if it have any weight, 


be my condemnation; if his credit ſtands, let mine 


| fink; if he be deemed a man of integrity, let 
me be branded with infamy, - ks 
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As to the diſtinction, that Mr. Poppleton's for- 
mer declarations were unſworn, whereas this is up- 
on oath, it is perfectly ridiculous an oath is 
indeed a higher degree of ſecurity ; but there are 
ſome caſes, to which no ſecurity is adequate, and 
where no degree of credit can be given. Suppoſe 
Mr. Poppleton, after what paſſed between him and 
Mt. Wylis, had in common converſation, as the 
writer calls it, declared the very reverſe to be the 
truth: if in that caſe, no ſort of credit gan 
given him, as it certainly could not, his atteſt; 
ing it upon oath, will not mend the matter. 
An oath always. ee credibility; it can- 
not give it, where it is loſt, and that is the rea- 
ſon, why men, reputed infamous in law, are 
not admitted to be ſworn in courts Ä their 
credit is gone; and it would be proſtituting a ſa: 
cred ceremony, where the ends, for which teſtimo. 
ny is given, could not be attained. ——A beggar's 
bond is no better than his note; and as it would be 
madneſs to truſt him with your money, who has 
evidently no fund for repayment; it is equally ſa, 
to give credit to the oath of 'a witneſs, who has 
forfeited all title to credibility, and is a bankrupt 
intruth and honour. 8 27%. ET 
I ſhall now proceed to examine the reſt of the 
affidavits. „„ POT es 
The firſt then of Mrs. Ann Benwell, ſhopwo- 
man and couſin to the patient, is contradicted by 
Mr. Poppleton in ene particular: ſhe ſwears, that 
after my taking leave, I continued ſome time talking 
about the operation; Mr. Poppleton ſwears, I was go- 
ing out of the room, immediately after I ſaid, I muſt 
then take my leave. The reaſon. of this contradic- 
tion will appear perhaps to the reader, when he 
- * conſiders, that the abſurdity in Mr. Poppleton's 
affidavit, (which I have before remarked on) ap- 
peared fo palpable, that it ſtood in need of ſome 
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kind of ſalvo, or correQtion ; and therefore-the 


writer of the pamphlet thought it effentially ne: 
ceſſary, that this objeftion ſhould be removed; 
which there was full time for doing; Mr. Popple- 


ton's affidavit hav ing been made the ;th of Fe- 


bruary, and Mrs. Ann's 22 days after. 
Mr. Pitt, - ſhop-keeper at M 
brother-in-law to Mr. Benwell, fwears be found 
Mr. Bromfield and I diſputing about the tion; 
and that be declared it was Mr. BemwelPs defire, 
that Mr. Bromfield ſhould perform it. I muſt beg 
leave to obſerve, that Mr. Benwell expreſly pro- 


duces this witneſs to prove that he was the lat 


meſſenger, whereas tis evident that this meſſage 

was previous to Mr. Poppleton's, who found us 
not diſputing, but preparing to come up: this ts 
_ evidently - proved on the oath of Mr. Penford, 


and is a circumſtance that Mr. Pitt does not deny | 


in his affidavit; ay the writer, in the pam. 
phlet, lays greates ſtre 


fylable about: The reaſon of that omiſſion in 
the affidavit I take to be, that Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
2 making their affidavit the ſame day, 


re the fame juſtice of peace, and in the ſame 


eauſe, were probably together when they took 


their oaths; and therefore Mr. Pitt could not bring A 


his conſcience to the point. of ſwearing to a fact, 


which his companion, who was preſent, could of 


his knowledge aſſert to be falſe—unlefs it be rather 
thought by thoſe who know bin, that this mode 
Man forgot what he- was to ſwear. FFC 


ſwears, that be bad on à white double cotton caps 


| ©» Mr. Peter Fowler; journeyman to Mr. Benwell, 


daring the whole operation; à circumſtanc never 
yet doubted: But I ſuppoſe this cap, hows 
ever double it might be, did not prevent Mr. Ben- 


well from ſceing me, before it was pulled over = 
wh 5 eyes 


aidenhead; aud 


s on his teſtimony, as'to 
this fact, which Pitt has not ventured to ſay a. 
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[46] L 
eyes ꝰ nor from thinking, when J returned in an 
operating dreſs, that I came back to do nothing; 
as he knew I took my leave of him, becauſe he at 
firſt refuſed me to operate; that I ſtaid in conſe- 
quence of Mr. Poppleton's propoſal to him, and 
returned again in conſequence. of his meſſage. to 
me.——] can't help, in this place, confeſſing my 
ſurprize, that among ſuch a groupe of affidavits; 
Mr. Benwell ſhould forget his promiſe, which he 
made Mr. Bromfield in his firſt printed letter; 
that bis family ſhould give their oaths to the truth of 
every circumſtance related in his narrative. Whence 
this important omiſſion? Has this gentleman loſt 
his credit with him? Or are the witneſſes ſcrupu- 
lous ? — But perhaps ſome of his friends thought, - 
there had been too much ſwearing 'already. _ 
It may perhaps be objected, ' that tis unrea- 
ſonable in me to diſcredit Mr. Poppleton as a wit- 
neſs where he ſpeaks againſt me, and to build the 
Anaymerit of my cauſe,, where it ſpeaks for me : — Bug 
Va little reflection will enable any. man to detect the 
ſophiſtry of this argument—when. a writer aſſerts 
a fact that flatly contradicts his former aſſertions, 
it is impoſſible they ſhould both be true; but it 
does not follow from thence, that both are falſe— 
in order to diſcover which is the truth, and which 
the falſehood, the general nature of the caſe is to 
be conſidered, and the particular circumſtances at- 
tending the evidence are to be carefully examined, 
compared, and weighed If the former declara- 
tions contain facts probable, and conſiſtent with _ 
' themſelves ; if the witneſs hath frequently maip- 

_ tained, and long perſiſted in them; if this evidence 
| hath been vouched in print; and he, knowing this, 
hath never, for months together diſavowed it to 
the public; if after publication, it can be proved 
he reviſed ſuch evidence, and deliberately gave a 
farther ſanction to it; if beſides all this, no temp- 

6 | , ? tation 


[49] 


tation can be imagined, no rational motive af: 
ſigned, that ſhould” induce the witneſs to make 
theſe declarations, if they were not true; it will 
be judged by all men, that he made them for the 
ſake of juſtice, and the love of truth, and they 


will be believed accordingly. If on the other 


hand, the ſubſequent declaration appears incons 
ſiſtent with itſelf ; if it carries upon the face of it 


marks of evident partiality; if the witneſs in fuck 
affidavit, inſtead of confining himſelf to facts, 
ſtarts out into reaſonings, endeavours to obviate 
objections, and appears ſollicitous to gain proſe- 
lytes to his new declarations, without venturing 
to diſavow the old ones, which he was charged 
with making; all which circumſtances will appear 
to any one, who carefully examines the affidavit; 
if beſides this an adequate motive may be aſſigned, 
that might tempt ſuch witneſs to deſert the cauſe in 
which he firſt engaged; all theſe circumſtances 
will be ſtrong ſymptoms of a combination to dark- 


en truth and pervert juſtice ; and ſuch latter teſti- 
mony may ſafely be diſcredited without impeach- 
ing the validity of the former. No it is eaſy 


in the preſent caſe to aſſign ſuch a motive: Mr. 


210 well known connection with Mr. Ben- 
well, | 


and the other gentlemen, whom I have the 


misfortune to find my enemies on this occaſion, _ 
will eaſily account for his deſerting the intereſt of _ 


a man, with whom he was totally unconnected; 
and making his declarations coincide with the ſen- 
timents and wiſhes of his old-acquaintance=——F 
good natured man can't be proof againſt unwearied 
entreaties; 4 lover of peace can't endure a ſcene of 
endleſs importunity; A man who bad ſoftened 


the rigour of truth for a ſtranger, would blunt the © + 


edge of it for an old * and this perhaps 
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will make it probable, that what Mr. Poppleton 
has ſaid for Mr. Benwell, was really for the ſake of 


peace; and what he ſaid to me, was for the love 
e trusb. — Theſe conſiderations will juſtify me, 
in ſtill conſidering Mr. Poppleton as a Witneſs 
for me, and inſiſting on the benefit of his former 


teſtimony. 


Before I conclude, it may be proper to give a 
ſpecimen or two of this writer's candour, —— It 
has uſually been thought, that the teſtimony of 
dependents in our favour, is to be ſuſpected of par- 
tiality; and that the teſtimony of ſtrangers, or 


enemies, if given in our favour, is of the greateſt 
weight. Notwithſtanding this, Mr. Benwell's 
ſwearers made up of two expecting relations, and 
a domeſtic of his ſhop, are, according to the 
writer, moſt authentic witneſſes, and ſuperior to 
all exception: but let Mr. Bromfield ſubſcribe to 


ever fo many declarations in my favour, they 


are conceſſions made in an overſiow of good nature, 


and by a man who was unwilling to expoſe me z 
and yet, if the writer may be believed in ſix pages 
afterwards, he made no ſcruple 7s expoſe me to a 
>.,.common meſſenger, —— Mr. Poppleton witneſſed 
for me in the manner above related; but he is 4 
lover of peace, who joften'd the rigour of truth in 
common conver/ation.—— Mr. Howard, was con- 
victed of aſſerting a rank falſehood, which he had 
bpffer'd to ſwear to; HE inthe midſt of his concern 
(poor man) forget the exatt time, and oupht nat to 


be blamed at all. —— Mr. Benwell himſelf being 


8 reminded, of his having thanked me for my care 


of bim; of the ſole confidence he put in me; and 
rhe great tenderneſs, with which I behaved; towards 
him; which he acknowledged /ince his going a- 
{rocd; inſtead of diſayowing theſe facts, Is 
„ * 


1491 1 
them off with ſaying, all I remember of that affair 
15, you wiſhed me well . T thanked you for your 
wiſhes, — Thus does this writer ſport ph. 
the plaineſt dictates of reaſon and juſtice ;. and 
hopes that as he makes light of them in his_ex- 
preſſions, the reader will do ſo in his judgment: 
uf alaſs! words are flexible; facts are too ſtub- & 
born to ply to every occaſion and take the bent, 
to which the fancy, or intereſt, or malice of a = 
writer, would fain incline them. :\ 1 | 
But let it not be underſtood; that I impute to | 
Mr. Benwell the contrivance, or management of fu 
this ſcheme of calumny : he is only the inſtrument = 
and dupe of other men's reſentment——T believe A 
he has a heart too good to contrive it, and an head too | 1 
: bad to manage it am not ignorant from what 1 
| quiver theſe arrows come, and whoſe malice has 145 
poiſoned them with ſuch uncommon virulence: = 
in the mean time, MY PATIENT 1S ALIVE, TO 
APPEAR IN THIS ACCUSATION — AND I Ar- 
PEAR TO ANSWER IT. - 


_. I have thus endeavoured to give a full and en. 
plicit anſwer to both the points, on which this 
charge is reſted, and I hope have fatisfied the pub- * | 1 ] 
lic, that it is frivolous and groundleſs. But I can't $4 
help differing from the writer, where he fays, = 


the principal controverſy is about the right, not 
the manner of operating I am perſuaded the 1 
world will be of another opinion If the ope- 
ration was properly performed, and no miſchief 
hath followed, wherefore all this reſtleſs clamour, 1 
and obdurate perſecution, from a man juſt raiſed _ : is 
from the bed of ſickneſs, from whence none of 1 el 
his friends ever expected him to riſe ? if miſchief _ 
hath followed, that I own is a ſerious queſtion, 
and well deſerves examination; and in God's 

8 name 
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_._ » >» ham, from whatever quarter it aroſe, let it be exa- 
bine. Mr. Benwell aſſerts this and that; ashefays, 
pon the teſtimony of his ſurgeons : let then his ſur- 
'» -*peons ſtand forth to verify theſe aſſertions; it is 
A point of art and ſcience, ' let men of ſcience 
decide it—— Mr. Benwell's friends, if they can 
maintain the charge, will enjoy the happineſs 
they have ſo much at heart, to blaſt my repu- 
tation, and fink my credit with all that truſt 
me: I give them the fair opportunity of doing 
tis, if they are able Let them appear before 
the proper judges; (which I before offered, and 
now again repeat) I am ready to attend them; 
and as I have pointed out the teſt, will ſubmit 
to the judgment. If they decline this, all men 
will judge it is from their impotence to maintain 
the charge But they think it eaſier to ſet forth 
tragical deſcriptions without truth or knowledge, 
and to inflame mens paſſions, where their un- 
deͤeerſtanding can have no part. —— If then, no ill 
conſequence can be proved to have enſued from 
my operating; if that which was neceſſarily or- 
__  dered, was properly executed, Mr. Benwell's re- 
ſentments on this ſubject are altogether as ridi- 
-. -eulous as the honeſt Iriſhman's, who challenged 
the man that had ſaved him from drowning, 
.-.-_ Tauſe in doing it he pulled him by the hair, 
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